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Daily Movie
Chat

By GENE COHN
NEA Scrvice Writer

New York, NWNMarch 18.—Cugt
from soma 14 reels {o program
longth, Lhe fantastic Jdermsn
preachiment on the machine age,
“"Netropolls.” is doing for this zes-
son what “Varlety” did for 1ast.

C‘famera sluintd more amazing
tban a chaetle dream are spur oft
by {he dozen, and the imagination,
iogenuity and art revealed have
become the talk of the Manhatlan
erftics.

Slx months lhave elapsed since
thiz {{lm came over from UFA {o
the olflces of Paramount, whick
cencern, uaving purchased it
dldn’t know uite what to do with
t. Many are tha rumorg tbat
have triclkled from the effleeg, At
nnna time it was practically aban.
doped 1 am told. Then cameo the
resolntion to pat L op as g dig
specinl. bt ho=-nffice fear—thnal
dread disease of the cincma chlel
tains—fell upon them.

It was {urned nvar 10 Channing
Pollock, sinee big name had been
identified willh pinys: of symlolic
and spiritnal drama, ™ his hands
[ay the (iliinz nnd much of the
cuiling.

[ L *

"“Metropolls” iz a4 fapntastic con-
gept of the futore: a3 Jules Vern-
eerque enncept of a time when
huildings aud machines will have
reduced man to bls least com-

mon denominator. Jver this gro-
{rzque woarld relgnz Nr. Aacter-

man. who can ¢ontral all 1ife and
aclivity by ineans of o system of
butiore and dizala. As !a the play,
“R. U. t.,” man I3 reduced 1o 2
hnbot.

Such a story nalyrally Tendd Ji-
self (p snper<£anlastic celiinga any!
actlon. People I[ve on [wo tevels
of earth:; ahove and helow ths
ground, Thev move with slow, pan-
tomic molions; theiy skyling is
tha dream nf the ulira modern-
iSt and thev Rave forgobten gotul
and Qod. Tn faci, Aasterman has
just invenfad a machine to taks
man's place; man will o longer
he nRecessary.

When rebellion, throagh spirit-
=2l awakening, f{igally comes,
*Fapra i moh movement such as
*he zereem has pevey seen, and
the slory itself Dbecomes melo-
Tramalic enpugh to satisfy even
‘iose w™a follow Tom Mix's cat-
iie rusiline purzsnits.

Al=o there 1g a flond mcene I
huve pever seen equaied upon the
screen. On fhe other hand there
i= a zteat deal thal recks of ths
<tudip and some second rates act-
i0g.

I am fold Lhat Roxr offered
100,960 for a release pn the pile-
ture and that i{ was turned down,
wlich s2ems reasotable erough.
sinte Roxy's theater now com-
petes with the new Paramounti.
The chieitains are still skeptical
about Its reception of the road,
but—even if the iesson contained
iz partially missed by manv—there
gtill remains the love story, the
tebellion and other thrillers. If
e¢fiorts toward beauty, fantasy
and art such e3 are hera econtaine
ed meet with calamiiy, thara s
tittle nse to plead for the the bet-
terment of the cinema.




