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Day of the Painter (Little Movies),
an extremely funny 15-minute film, may
be taken as a solemn leg-pull of the recent
vogue for dribble-and-splotch painters,
those athletic canvas-COVEIErS whose style
owes less to Van Gogh's brush technique
than to Stan Laurel’s custard pie stance.
Or it may be taken as an explicit set of
instructions for getting rich.

The film, a first-time effort by three’
ex-admen, begins with a loving shot of
wharfs, fishing shacks and the sounding
sea—the sort of vista once sketched avid-
ly by artists and now appreciated chiefly
by retired couples who tour Cape Cod in
late September. The artist is a burly fel-
low (Ezra Reuben Baker), recognizably
aesthetic in paint-smeared dungarees, scur-
rilous red sweater and combat boots. He

trundles a cart filled with paint buckets
along a dock, then throws an enormous
“theet of wallboard down on a mud flat
ten feet below.
Soberly, with exquisite skill, using first

a vigorous forehand, then a precisely exe-

cuted backhand, the painter slops color

from buckets. Clearly he is a master, for
his stroke with the Jong-handled hoe is
sure and strong, his touch with the dribble-
stick more than Japanese in its delicacy.

And when he fills a flare pistol with paint

and fires the last accent of orange at his

abstraction, he does not pull the trigger.

He squeezes.

viously proclaims

truly proclaims, is the end.

When the thing dries, he hacks it up
in random rectangles with a power saw,
then carefully signs each fragment. A
seaplane, labeled “Galerie des Abstracts,
Paris-New York,” touches down. A man
debarks whose rich, dark overcoat ob-
him an art dealer. He
strokes his jaw as he examines the paint-
ings, eventually selects a small one, shakes
hands with the painter and takes off.
Pleased with himself, the painter matter-
of-factly shoves the remaining works of
art into the ocean. This, as the screen
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